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“Field Survey Report on the Physio-Socio-Economic Conditions of
Mandhol Village, Jubbal Tehsil”

Fieldwork is an integral component of geographical studies as it enables students to
observe and analyse real-world geographical phenomena directly. In this context, a Physio-
socio-economic field survey was organised for the BA 3rd Year Geography Major
Studentsby theDepartment of Geography, LBS Government College Saraswati Nagar. The
main objective of the survey was to understand the physical, social, and economic conditions
of Mandhol village located in Jubbal Tehsiland to provide students with practical exposure to

geographical research methods.
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Institutional permission to conduct field survey at Mandhol village

The field survey was conducted as part of the practical curriculum of geography. Prior
to the field visit, students were given detailed instructions regarding the objectives of the
survey, data collection techniques, and the preparation of questionnaires. They were also
guided on how to conduct interviews with local residents and record field observations
accurately. The students were divided into different groups, each focusing on specific aspects
of the survey such as physical environment, settlement pattern, demographic characteristics,

agriculture, and economic activities.
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Mandhol Village is located in the Middle Himalayas in Jubbal Tehsil of Shimla
District, Himachal Pradesh (Pin Code: 171215). The village lies between 31°7'12" North
latitude and 77°40'48" East longitude. According to our field survey, the elevation of
Mandhol Village is 2360 meters above sea level. The terrain of the village ranges from 1453
meters to 2601. The village is characterised by hilly terrain, agricultural terraces, forest cover,
and scattered settlement patterns. During the field survey, students carefully observed the
physiographic features of the area including slope conditions, soil characteristics, drainage
patterns, and vegetation cover. They also examined the influence of these physical factors on
settlement distribution and agricultural practices.
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SKETCH OF THE MANDHOL VILLAGE

The physical environment of Mandhol village plays a significant role in shaping the
livelihood activities of the local population. The terrain is predominantly mountainous with
moderate to steep slopes. Terraced farming is commonly practiced to make effective use of
the available land. The soil in the region is generally suitable for agriculture and horticulture,
especially for crops adapted to the temperate climate of the area. The village is surrounded by
forest areas which provide fuel wood, fodder, and other minor forest products for the local
inhabitants.

Water resources in the village mainly consist of natural springs, river pabbar lifted
water and rainwater. These sources are used for drinking water as well as irrigation purposes.
However, due to seasonal variations in rainfall, water availability sometimes becomes limited
during dry periods. Students also noted the presence of traditional irrigation channels that
help in distributing water to agricultural fields.
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Water Storage Tank under Pabbar river Lift Water Supply Project for the Mandhol
Village

The survey also focused on the settlement pattern and housing characteristics of the
village. It was observed that the houses are generally built using locally available materials
such as stone, wood, and cement. Many houses are constructed in a traditional architectural
style suitable for the mountainous environment. The settlement pattern is mostly scattered,
which is typical of hilly regions where houses are built near agricultural fields and water
sources.



Teh. Jubbal, Distt- Shimla HP 171206
E -mail- gcsnagar25@rediffmail.com Ph. No. 01781-238149
NAAC ACCREDITED
Department of GeographyLBS Govt. College Saraswati NagarDist+. Shimla
HP




BAHADUR SHASTR] GOVERNMENT COLLEGE Saraswati Nagar .
Teh. Jubbal, Distt- Shimla HP 171206 @5‘%
E -mail- gcsnagar25@rediffmail.com Ph. No. 01781-238149 ﬂ“‘

NAAC ACCREDITED =1
Department of GeographyLBS Govt. College Saraswati NagarDist+. Shimla
HP

72

Traditional and modren House type Settlement at Mandhol Village

The socio-economic survey was carried out through personal interviews with the
villagers and the use of structured questionnaires. Students collected information related to
population size, family structure, literacy level, occupation, and sources of income. The
survey revealed that the village has a moderate population with most families engaged in
agriculture and horticulture.

The agriculture and the horticulture is the primary occupation of the villagers. The
major crops grown for own purpose in the area include maize, wheat, barley, and vegetables,
depending on the season. In addition to traditional farming, horticulture—especially apple
cultivation—plays a significant role in the local economy. Apple orchards are widely found
in the surrounding areas and provide an important source of income for many households.
Some villagers are also engaged in livestock rearing, which contributes to household nutrition
and income.
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Modernism in Horticulture practicies in Mandhol Village

Apart from agriculture and horticulture, a small number of villagers are employed in
government services, private jobs, and small businesses.The students also observed the
tourism potential of Village Mandhol, as the scenic natural landscape, pleasant climate, and
traditional rural lifestyle attract visitors to the area. It was found that some villagers are
beginning to depend on tourism-related activities, such as homestays, guiding, and small
local businesses, which contribute to improving their household income and local economy.
Some youth also migrate to nearby towns or cities in search of employment opportunities.
The survey highlighted that while agriculture remains the backbone of the rural economy,
diversification of occupations is gradually taking place.

The students also examined the availability of basic infrastructure and public
servicesin the village. It was observed that the village has access to basic facilities such as
electricity, road connectivity, and Higher education. A GSSS schoolMandhol serves the
educational needs of the village children. Road connectivity has improved transportation and
communication, enabling villagers to access markets and essential services more easily.
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Govt. Sr. Sec. School Mandhol

However, certain challenges were also identified during the survey. Access to
advanced healthcare facilities remains limited in the village, and residents often need to travel
to nearby towns for medical treatment. Employment opportunities within the village are also
limited, which encourages youth to migrate for better prospects.

The field survey also provided insights into the social and cultural life of the villagers.
The community maintains strong social ties and actively participates in traditional festivals,
fairs, and cultural activities. These social institutions play an important role in maintaining
harmony and cooperation within the village.
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The fieldwork proved to be a valuable learning experience for the students. It allowed them to
apply theoretical knowledge gained in the classroom to real-life situations. Students learned
how to conduct field observations, collect primary data, prepare sketch maps, and analyse
socio-economic information. They also developed communication skills through interaction
with local residents and gained a deeper understanding of rural life in the Himalayan region.

After completing the survey, the students compiled and analysed the collected data to
prepare detailed field reports. The study highlighted the close relationship between
thephysical environment and socio-economic development in the village. The natural
resources, landforms, and climate significantly influence agricultural practices, settlement
patterns, and the overall livelihood of the local population.

PHYSIO-ECONOMIC & SOCIO SURVEY
REPORT OF MANDHOL VILLAGE
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Locatisa
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Mandhod Villape is loesied i the Middle Histalayas in fubbal Tehsil of Shis
Himacinl Pradesh {Fin Cose: 171215, The villge lies between 117712 North Lthude asd
TIUI'H Ext fomgitee. Acsooding to oue fleld suevey, th elevaivn of Mandhel Vilige 3
T30 meters abuve: sea bevel. The semin of the illage rages Gom. 1453 melers o 26100
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The willage & cimpected 10 aeuby townt and markets teagh lool mads, allwing
mecesshilicy for cewidents, traders, and visilors. Although the rusd network i limited due 1o
ihe hilly serrsin, transporation b genendly managesble, with poveramest aod privale buses
operating o nesrty ravdes, The focation of Masdhul In the filly reghn of the Ml
Bmalays mies i ratunlly sceni, wih shendsn foresl cover, dverse epetation, md
maontan kndscape samending fe seflenem
The vilings's sratrg poition within e region 1l3s Impacs lis econamic msd socind lide s
pousimity to Jabbal Tefsil olfowes willapess o aceeas mchicts, edueationsl insinifions,
Iiealtbcare facilities, and iter services. However, e mosntalmm Jcstion e pesents
thallezges, such as limhed B luod for wgrculirs, velershility o lodsdides,

i s, Dhvenll, el focation of Mmdhol Villape
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K o puce

ther conditi [
Adurabile, safe, and capable of Tharsh weost] i n
houses teflects the incressing incomse levels and ecoROMIE PIORRESS of ihe villagers
weodd, snd
I ealier times, muny families lived in tradlitionnl kacheha houses made of land osiear
lacally wvailable materials. Owver time, with economis dum :'d Ienprores Rers vy
wmom,mmmmlmwnﬂednfwm.. . Il!gnl" =
the villag=. These Sructures
{everthel snm!ofﬂbenldkadd!&)wmﬁs\dluwm i
11 Md;:& imstead, they are used fior secondary purposss such as sty agriculd
produce, koepisg ferming equipment, ar serving as cattle sheds.
The existence of fhese tmditional hoases Topresents the caluml heritage a:wlhh:m
Fifestyle of the communizy. It also demonstrates a pradial trazsition from u:ni;mms e
pmmmmodmummncanmLimlnaddinmlommdh:bcn gm e
mﬁmm@mumwm@mmmmedm uL;
development, Overall, the bousing condition reflects coonamc fmprovement
mdmafludimmum

Fig' - Trudhpel Hous
This dnaps shows o traditivesl ketheha houss mode of mud and wood. Although most
frsilies now reside in pucc Souses, such stnictares are still used for storape nd secondary
purposes.”

7. Water Supply usd Irrigation Syatem

Thie viliage has woess o chen and sale drinking wases, which ensures bealthy living
comditions for the residents. Most bousehalds receive potahle watsr from reliable sources, ard
there & oo maoe |ssues relaied i drinking water availability. The presesce of safe drinking
water reflests improvensent in rarl infrutructirg aod public eabih swareness,

Fowever, infgaiion water remalns @ major concern, especially during the: sumence season
when wiler scarsty hescmes mare severe. {as to limed raindall and increusing wtee
dewand for orchard  farmving, agriculsml productivity can sometimes  be  affected,
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chikdnen and women. Altbough advanced modical Ecilities may not be avilabie, e exisiog
imfrastructure fulfils the primary beafthcare nesds of the villge, The accessibilily of
beaithear: services significantly improves the overal] well-being and quality of life of the
residents.

A health institato is bocated near the vilkige at & dissnce of spprogimately | H0-200 meters. 1
pravides hasic modical facilities sed primary health serviees o the villagers.

Heulth Infrastructure: Ayushman Bharat Health Centre

E o Haett [ gl
Il Admisistrative and Communiey Institutions

The village aiso hes imporiiex administrative and commussity buildings such as:

- Poiva

" P fie Joal goe nd muetings.

« Mukhyumantri Bhawasn — usod for povernmeni-relaied progmens s public
gmthesings.

«  Purwar Kh fir lied recaoed: A

« Mabila Maodal Bhawas - esed by women for meefings, social sctivities, and
community peograms.

These instivations belp in the smooth functioning of aduvinistrative, social, and
develepmuntal activiges in the village,

11 Gram Panchayud Bhowan (Village Administrutive Building)
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The Gram Panchayal of the villige plays o sgrificam role in local povernanee and vy
development, It is locted within the village prembses, moking it cosihy sceessible w0 gy
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residents, The Panchaynt functians ellicienlly sl acively pankipsies in implementing
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varions goversment achemes rebaied s sanittion, walse supply, nod construction, snd
welfare programs,

Regular mestings o comdusted so discwss village-level lsues s devetopmental plans. The
Panchuyal ensures proper maintenince of public facilities asd cocourages commamily
panicipation in decision-making. Due 1o iis active functicalsg. the vilige adminisntios
remning erganized and respansive % the neod of the peuple. Crvemll, the Gram Panchiysl
acrvey ax the hackbose of ruml adminisration wul contribwies positively 10 the wocial and
cemmarmis progress of e villige

L Mukhysmantri Bhawan (Commumwity Hall)

The village also has & Chicf Minister Builling (Mukhymmansi Bhason), which serves as an
important community mset. This bullding & wed for organizing pullic mestings, swamnes
progmms, mining sessions, and social gatherings. B provides & common plitform for
villsgers b panticipaie !l 1 discusslons ivit
The availability of such § reflocts the towarda naml
development. The buiiding enbanoes community inferaction sl siggors sdministrtiog
wondination s the village eval, Tt alur ssrven we @ vamue for caltural set social events,
strempihering sockal unity and coaperatn among  villagers. Overatl, the
i B " i i and scxcial hsmoy af the

“llige.
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3. Owcupation { Livelihood Details
The prirvary livelihood of Mandbot viliage is agricultre, which forms e largest source of
cmployment in the arca. Most families cultivate spples, pears, cherrivs, snd sexsomal No . of Peaple

wegetables, prmarily for commercial porposes, selling the mujority of their preduce in local
and regional markets. Horticulture Encome is now considersd part of agriculure since il
represents the main cconomic activity and the majority o'l Ids in the village.

A small portion of the village population Is engaged in business activities. Some individoals
nm their ewn shops, including grocery stores, vepeiahle shops, and other small-scale
businesses. Certsdn fimilies are involved in the trade of sgricultural produce. sclling their
s directly w consumers, local markets, or nearby villages. These business activities not
anly generale income for the families but also contribute significantly 1o the overnl] sconomac
sctivity of the village, The additional income eamed through business helps houssholds cover
dnily expenses, children's education, bealtheare, and other essentinl nesds.

People engnged in business also provide eeonamic stability and employment opportumities
weithin the village. In many cases smallscole business operations crente jobs for ather
viltagers 42 well. Furthermare, by participsiing in irade, villagers gain exposure to markel
chynumics and consumer interactions, which enhances their business skills and ceonomic
awaseness.

Services, such a8 ar private jobs, provids copl w0 only aboat 1-2% of the
population. This includes toachers, Panchayvst saff, and minor administrative positions,
Additionally, some families engape in sheep and goal rearing, primarily for persoral use,
meat, and supplementary income.

of pevphe

No. of People
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11, Livestock and Veterinsry Services
Livestock playe  vital role in the ecanamic lifi of the village. Many families aro engaged in
amimal hasshandey alongside agricafire. I provides an sditional wnd stable sourcs of insanse
o the villagers.
The sl damestic animals in the villags inchads cows, bulfaloes, goats, and shesp. Cows are
peimarily rearsd for mille production, which is used for housebeld consumption and sold in
ncarhy markets a3 milk, curd, and ghee This sasures both nutrition and Incame for the
fapuilies.
Goats and shoep e reared for meat, wool, and exie income. Animal dung s wsed a5 natural
fitilizer im ields, impeoving suil ferility and reducing the neesd for chemical feriliners
Murcover, the village has veterieary services svailable. Livestock can be vaccinatod, treated,
nd iven mdieal eare hiere, ensuring theix bealth and productivity.
Thass, amimal besbandry not cely steenpthens the villapers' economic eondifion but alm
supports apricultaral sesivities.

“Photographic Glimpses of the Survey-Based Project prepared by the Students”
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In conclusion, the field survey proved to be an enriching learning experience for the
BA 3rd Year Geography Major Students. It helped bridge the gap between theoretical
knowledge and practical application. The survey enabled students to analyse the relationship
between the physical environment and human activities in a rural setting. Such field-based
studies are extremely important for geography students as they encourage critical thinking,
research ability, and a deeper understanding of geographical realities. The Department of
Geography plans to continue organizing such surveys in the future to further strengthen the
practical knowledge and field experience of the students.
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